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WASHINGTON BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT AGENDA 
Regular Meeting 

Thursday, February 21, 2013 
7:00 pm 

 
Members Present 

                 Marion Ore       Claud Hodges 
                 Steve Fuchs       Paula McCullough 
                 Tim Cashion 

 
Members Absent 

Derik Davis 
 

Others Present 
Glen Moore, Planning Administrator 

John Rodman, Director of Community and Cultural Services 
Jessica Selby, Administrative Support 

 

 
I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silent meditation was taken. 
 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 
 
IV. Old Business 
 
 1.  None 
 
V. New Business 
 

1.  A request has been made by Massimo Mannino, acting as agent for Marabella’s restaurant, 
for a Variance for Section 40-147 of the City of Washington Zoning Ordinance.  The variance 
from the setback requirements is being requested in order to close in the existing patio to allow 
for more interior seating.  The property is located at 610 Carolina Avenue.   
 
Sal Passalacqua (co-owner) and Brad Horton (contractor) came forward and were sworn in.  Mr. 
Passalacqua presented the request to the Commission.  I explained that he wished to enclose 
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the current patio in front of his business.  Steve Fuchs asked the size of the patio.  Brad Horton 
stated that the patio is 32ft by 16ft.  Mr. Fuchs then asked if they will be using the same material 
to match the restaurant.  Mr. Horton explained that would like to go with the same materials.  
He stated that they would like to use the same type roof that is on the current structure and 
would like to stay with the Italian theme of the existing building.  He stated that they basically 
want to expand the seating area of the restaurant without affecting parking and other aspects 
of the property.  Mr. Horton explained that the patio already has an existing footing and it is 
being used for outdoor seating right now, so they are just looking to close that space in to allow 
for about 50 more seats.  He stated that this would not interrupt the integrity of the property or 
any means of egress.  Mr. Fuchs asked about the set back.  Mr. Moore explained that the set 
back requirement is 50ft and if they enclose the patio they would have a 34ft set back.  Mr. 
Cashion asked if the 50ft setback require was the same in all of that area.  Mr. Moore explained 
that 50ft is the required set back in the area, but some of the buildings are not set back that far.   
Mr. Cashion then asked if they planned on putting in an additional entrance.  Mr. Passalacqua 
stated that they planned on using the existing door.  Marion Ore asked is the bathrooms would 
be sufficient for an additional 50 seats.  Mr. Horton explained that the bathrooms would be the 
same and they are sufficient for the extra seating.  Mr. Moore explained that they are not really 
increasing the seating of the restaurant because the patio serves as seating already, so no 
additional parking will be required.  He stated that they are just enclosing an existing seating 
area.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor for public comment.  Being none coming forward the public 
hearing was closed.  Mr. Moore came forward and presented the findings of fact to the Board.                   
 
Paula McCullough made the following motion:  I move that the Board grant the request for a 
16ft Variance to Marabella’s Restaurant for the front yard setback in order to close in the 
existing patio to allow for more interior seating located at 610 Carolina Avenue based on the 
aforementioned findings of fact.  Her motion was seconded by Marion Ore.  All voted in favor 
and the motion carried. 
  
2.  A request has been made by Kathryn Pisciotta for a Variance from Section 40-263 of the City 
of Washington Zoning Ordinance, Article X Flood Damage Prevention (Provisions for flood 
hazard reduction) requirements of the property located at 126 North Market Street.  The 
property is currently zoned B1H and located within the 100 year flood plain.   
  
Kathryn Pisciotta came forward and was sworn in.  She explained that she is co-owner of the 
property at 126 North Market Street, which is in the historic district.  She stated that she would 
like a Variance which would allow them to up fit the building by more than 50% of its value.  She 
explained that the building is below the base flood elevation.  She stated that as a historical 
building raising the floor to flood proof it would not be practical.  Ms. Pisciotta explained that 
they hope to put a restaurant at this site.  She then explained their vision and what they hoped 
to do with the building.  Mr. Cashion asked about the sitting capacity.  Ms. Pisciotta stated that 



3 
 

currently they are looking at a total of 120 seats.  Ms. Pisciotta and the Board discussed the 
project further. 
 
The Chairman opened the flower.  There being no other s coming forward the floor was closed.  
Mr. Moore came forward and explained that this case is similar to the request the Board heard 
previously from the Washington Daily News.  He then presented the Board with the findings of 
fact. 
 
Claud Hodges made the following motion:  I move that the Board grant the request for a 
Variance from Article X Flood Zoning to Kathryn Pisciotta for the rehabilitation of the building 
located at 126 North Market Street based on the presented findings of fact 1-8.  His motion was 
seconded by Tim Cashion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.   
 

VI. Other Business   
 
 1.  None 
 
VII. Approval of Minutes – November 15, 2013 
Paula McCullough motioned to approve the November minutes.  Marion seconded the motion.  All 
voted in favor. 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business Marion Ore motioned to adjourn, which was seconded by Paula 
McCullough.  All voted in favor and the meeting was adjourned.   

 


